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As We Gather
Jesus weeps. His heart is broken. He longs to gather God’s children together.
Like the prophets of old, He laments over the unbelief He sees in the place
where  saving  faith  should  be  most  evident:  Jerusalem.  “O  Jerusalem,
Jerusalem. . . . How often would I have gathered your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!” (Luke 13:34).
Both back in the day and in our own day, many people refuse to be gathered
to Jesus, even as He willingly and mercifully offers His life for all.  This
reality breaks Jesus’ heart, and it should break ours also. Nevertheless, there
is good news: the rejection of the multitudes never deters the faithfulness of
our Savior. He is relentless in His pursuit of sinners, longing to see them in
the place where He gathers us in grace and fills us with forgiveness. That
place is right here! Right here and now, Jesus invites you to come to Him.
So we gather together as the children of God under the wings of our living
and loving Savior!

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 8-14 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                              TLH 149 – Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain

Invocation
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                             Psalm 4:1

P Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
C You have given me relief when I was in distress. Be gracious to me 

and hear my prayer!

P Lord God, our Father, hear the prayers of Your gathered children.
C We have turned away from You when we should be turning toward 

You. Forgive us, heavenly Father. We have run from You when we 
should be running to You. Have mercy upon us, Lord Jesus. We  
have rejected Your grace when we should be receiving it. Cleanse us 
of our sin, Spirit of truth. Draw us again to the cross, where You 
died for us, so that we be gathered into Your presence and covered 
with Your forgiveness. Amen.
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen. 

T The Service of the Word T

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                Kyrie

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.
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Old Testament Reading                                        Jeremiah 26:8-15
8 And  when  Jeremiah  had  finished  speaking  all  that  the  LORD  had
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets
and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9 Why have you
prophesied in  the  name of  the  LORD,  saying,  ‘This  house shall  be  like
Shiloh,  and this  city  shall  be  desolate,  without  inhabitant’?” And all  the
people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.  10 When the
officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to
the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of
the house of the LORD.  11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the
officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death,
because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your
own ears.”  12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people,
saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all
the  words  you have  heard.  13 Now therefore  mend your  ways  and your
deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent
of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, behold, I
am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. 15 Only know
for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon
yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent
me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”

Psalm of the Day                                                                Psalm 4

P Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me
relief when I was in distress. 

C Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
P O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
C How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?
P But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; 
C the LORD hears when I call to him. 
P Be angry, and do not sin; 
C ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
P Offer right sacrifices, 
C and put your trust in the LORD. 
P There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? 
C Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!”
P You have put more joy in my heart 
C than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
P In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
C for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
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Epistle Reading                                                 Philippians 3:17-4:1
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in
their shame, with minds set on earthly things.  20 But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  21 who will
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 1 Therefore, my brothers,
whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord,
my beloved.

Confession of Faith                                                 Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,  born of  the  virgin Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will  come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection of  the  body,  and  the  life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn                           TLH 429 – Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
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Sermon Text                                                              Luke 13:31-35
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that
fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and
the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today
and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should
perish away from Jerusalem.’  34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you,
you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord!’ ”

Today, Tomorrow, and Forever

Offertory 

Hymn                                   WS 748 – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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Offering Hymn               TLH 441 (1-2) – We Give Thee But Thine Own

1. We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate'er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

2. May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our first-fruits give!

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Closing Hymn                                 TLH 352 – O Savior, Precious Savior

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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T Announcements T
Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in our Savior’s name.
We are glad that you have come to worship with us this morning, and hope
that you will come back and join us again. It is our prayer that your faith
will be strengthened by the preaching of our Lord’s pure Word and by the
psalms and hymns that our Scripture-based liturgy offers. If you have any
questions  about  our  church  or  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the
Scriptures, please ask Pastor Sauers.

OUR SCHEDULE:          “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

March 13 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class
10:00 am Worship Service

March 16 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Worship
March 17 10:00 am Bible Class
March 19 7:00 pm Tour Choir Concert
March 20 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:00 am Worship Service
March 23 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Worship Service
March 24 10:00 am Bible Class
March 27 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:00 am Worship Service

Midweek Lenten Worship: Our Lenten theme this year is: “Lenten Tears”
We will again have a Lenten Pulpit exchange with Pastors Mark Bernthal,
Mike  Eichstadt,  and  David  Ude.  All  services  will  be  at  6:30  pm.  The
remaining schedule is as follows:

• March 16: Tears of Sleep---Luke 22:45-46 Pastor Eichstadt
• March 23: “Do Not Weep For Me”---Luke 23:27-31 Pastor Bernthal
• March 30: Tears For Jerusalem---Luke 19:41-44 Pastor Ude 
• April 6: Tears of Grief---John 11:17-37 Pastor Sauers
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Council Meeting Notes:  Here are the highlights from the council meeting
held this past Tuesday:

• Pastor’s/Elder’s Report: The elders are working their way through
the  entire  membership  list.  They  are  focusing  their  attention  on
following up with members who have been absent from worship.

• Financial  Secretary’s  Report:  Offerings  for  February were  as
follows: Budgetary $13,046.00; Mission $2,590.00; Non-Budgetary
$2,328.00 (offerings/rent); School $100.00. The total offerings for
the month were $18,064.00.

• Treasurer’s Report:  Disbursements in  February were:  Budgetary
$14,942.80; Non-Budgetary $2,232.36.

• Buildings and Grounds: We are looking into quotes for the church
roof as it has been over twenty years since it has been reshingled. 

LMS Mini Classes: We will be having Mini Classes the week of Monday,
April  11  -  Wednesday,  April  13.  These  will  be  a  chance  for  parents,
grandparents, aunts/uncles, cousins, and friends down the street to come and
show/teach different hobbies or activities with our students. Time slots can
be as short as 90 minutes to up to 2-3 hours. We are able to travel a small
distance also. If you have something you'd like to prepare to share and teach
the students or know someone who might, please reach out to them and Mrs.
Wiese soon!

The  list  of  possibilities  is  endless,  but  examples  could  include:
taxidermy,  candle  making,  soap  making,  flower  arranging,  crocheting,
changing  a  tire,  jerky  making,  leather  work,  scrap-booking,  beekeeping,
financial  planning,  sign  language,  changing  oil,  self-defense,  or
baking/cooking (to name a few).

Tour  Choir:  Save  the  date!  The  ILC  Tour  Choir  is  traveling  through
Michigan and Wisconsin this year and has scheduled a concert at  Luther
Memorial  on Saturday evening,  March 19th.  The choir  will  need housing
after the concert. If you can house students, please sign up on the sheet on
the bulletin board. There is also a sign-up sheet for help with the meal for
the choir prior to the service.

Paschal  Candle:  You  have  probably  noticed  the  new  addition  to  our
sanctuary. It is a large white candle next to the baptismal font. It is called a
Paschal Candle or Christ Candle. This candle, along with the stand, which
was made by Barry Hay, were given as a gift to the congregation in memory
of Don Seibel.

To understand why the church would have a Paschal Candle, we have to
understand the origins of the word paschal. Paschal is the Greek word used
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for  the  Passover.  The  Passover  is  the  feast  celebrated  by  the  Jews  as  a
reminder of God delivering the people out of slavery in Egypt. The Passover
Feast reminded the people how God, on the night when He went among the
Egyptians and killed all the first-born, passed over all the Israelites who had
sacrificed a lamb and put the blood on the doorposts and lentils. Here, the
Lord showed mercy to His chosen people.

Today as we see the Paschal  Candle we are reminded how the Lord
shows us mercy by the death of Christ as the sacrifice which covers us in the
blood of the Lamb, saves us from death and includes us in the resurrection
of Christ. 

Also, we are reminded that Christ is the Light of the World. John calls
Christ the light of the world and so, when we light the Paschal Candle we
are reminded that light has come into the world through Christ.

The Candle is lit on three occasions. It is lit through the Easter Season
as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ. It is also lit at baptisms where we
are brought into Christ’s death and resurrection. Finally, it is lit at funerals.
There, the Paschal Candle serves as a reminder that even in the darkness of
death we have the light of Christ, and death has not had the final say. For the
Christian, death is only temporary because of Christ’s resurrection.

The use of the Paschal Candle is meant to draw our attention back to the
Light of the Word in Christ Jesus, who died for us and was raised by the
glory of the Father so we too could be raised with Him. 

CLC  News:  Teacher  Claire  Abbas  of  Gethsemane  Lutheran  School,
Spokane Valley, WA, has accepted the call to be the lower grade teacher at
Berea Lutheran School, Inver Grove Heights, MN. + Pastor Aaron Ude of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Rapid City, SD, has returned the call to
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Winter Haven, FL. + Pastor Tom Naumann of
Mount Zion Lutheran Church, Madison Heights, MI, has received the call to
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Winter Haven, FL. + Mrs. Debra Mayhew has
received the call to teach grades K- 4 at Grace Lutheran School, Sleepy Eye,
MN. + Mr. Luke Willitz is still considering the call to be the pastor of Living
Savior Lutheran Church, Eden Prairie, MN. 
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FRUITS OF FAITH – March 6                                       Attendance: 91
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Luther Memorial Church Church of the Lutheran Confession
Budgetary  (Regular Expenses) Budgetary  (Regular Expenses)

    $2,537.50  LM General Budget (03/06)       $312.50  CLC General Budget (03/06)
    $2,923.08 Weekly Need       $384.62  Weekly Need
     -$385.58 -Under / +Over       -$72.12  -Under / +Over
  $31,166.00  Year to Date Offerings  $13,364.00  Fiscal Year to Date Offerings  
  $26,307.72 Year to Date Need  $13,846.32  Fiscal Year to Date Need
 +$1,935.20 Year to Date (+/-)     -$482.32  Fiscal Year to Date (+/-)

Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses) Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses)
         $20.00 LM School ILC Student Aid Fund

LM Student Aid Fund ILC Building Fund
LM Debt Retirement ILC Improvement Fund
LM M & I         $75.00 Mission Development (MDF)
LM Local Missions/ Outreach         $60.00 Project Kinship/Orphanage

         $50.00 LM Building Fund Fall Mission Festival
         $75.00 LM Ladies Orphan Fund Miscellaneous
Memorial: $100.00 to the General Fund in memory of Don Seibel
Memorial: $25.00 to the LM Building Fund in memory of Don Seibel
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